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April 22, 1910 532 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Prophylactic Plague Measures. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Victor G. Heiser, chief quarantine 
officer, reports, March 4: 

In view of the increased frequency with which vessels now come 
alongside of the new docks which have recently been completed at 
Iloilo, Cebu, and Manila, and, more especially, since many of such 
vessels come direct from Chinese and Japanese ports that are plague 
infected, it has been deemed advisable to take further precautions in 
order to prevent the introduction of plague into the Philippine 
Islands. With this end in view the following circular letter was 
issued February 21, 1910: 

[Circular.] 

United States Treasury Department, 
Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, 
Office Chief Quarantine Officer for Philippine Islands, 

Manila, P. I., February U, 1910. 
To the owners, agents, and masters of vessels, and others concerned: 

Sirs: In order to minimize the danger from the spread of plague by vessels in the 
event that this disease should again make its appearance in the Philippine Islands, 
all vessels in the interisland service, and all local craft, including cascoes, launches, 
lighters, etc., and vessels in the foreign trade which call at the ports of entry in 
the Philippines, must be fumigated at least twice annually in order to destroy the 
rats and vermin that may be aboard. 

It is the intention to carry out this fumigation at such times as will cause the least 
inconvenience to the vessels; and in view of the fact that rats and vermin are a source 
of considerable annoyance and expense to the owners of vessels, as well as being most 
undesirable, it is hoped that your full cooperation in carrying out this fumigation will 
be accorded. No charge will be made for the work. A certificate stating (hat the 
vessel has been fumigated will be issued to all masters of vessels who may desire it. 

Masters of vessels would confer a great favor upon this bureau if they would send 
to the quarantine office a brief statement, each time a vessel is fumigated, which would 
give the number of rats and mice that were killed by the fumigation. 

All vessels should be empty when fumigated, and it is respectfully requested that, 
when unloading is completed and before new cargo is taken on board, the quarantine 
office be notified before noon on the day on which it is desired to have the fumigation 
done in order that the work may be carried out as expeditiously as possible. 
Respectfully, 

Victor G. Heiser, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, 
Chief Quarantine Officer for the Philippine Islands. 

In addition to the foregoing, and at the request of this office, the 
customs harbor regulations at Iloilo, Cebu, and Manila have been so 
amended that all vessels that come to a wharf will be required to use 
the special kind of rat guard which is in use at San Francisco. Vessels 
are also required to keep at least several feet away from the wharf, so 
that the danger of rats coming ashore will be still further minimized. 

Arrangements have also been made with the Bureau of Agriculture 

to breed a good type of rat-catching cat, which can be kept on the 

wharves. 

Local Regulations. 

In view of the improved cholera conditions in the city of Manila, 
vessels proceeding to Iloilo are now allowed to leave Manila without a 
bill of health or inspection. 



